Dear [State Senator/Assembly Person] (Name):

Thank you for your support of library funding over the years.  Unfortunately, the funds for the Hospital Library Services Program from the State Education Department and administered by the Metropolitan New York Library Council have not been released.  We ask you to do what you can to get the Department of Budget to release the funds.  

These funds are included in the already-approved State Budget.   Holding back these funds has many consequences for hospital libraries and medical staff. 

Safe, cost effective, quality health care does not occur without access to knowledge-based information.  State funding has insured that the care patients receive is informed by current and authoritative information.

The money we receive from the HLSP program enables us to purchase books and electronic resources.  These are used by the doctors and medical staff to treat patients and to save their lives.

Libraries have done their fair share towards meeting the budgetary difficulties by taking a cut last year after approximately nearly a decade of flat support for libraries.  Our libraries are facing severe cutbacks at a time when they are needed and used the most.  Libraries are a lifeline.  

Please support the release of SED funds for the Hospital Library Services Program administered by the Metropolitan New York Library Council by contacting the Department of Budget.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

(Your Name)

(Title)

